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February15, 2000

Support SensibleComputer Export Regime
EnsureContinuedGlobalLeadershipfor U.S. ComputerIndustry

DearColleague:

Wearewriting to urgeyou tojoin usin cosponsoringlegislationto shortenthewaiting
periodfor changesto the thresholdsfor exportcontrolsonhigh speedcomputersto 30-days.The
factis, thecurrentsix-monthwaiting period doesnotmakesensefor technologyproductsthat
haveathree-monthinnovationcycle. Ourcommonsenselegislationwouldmakethewaiting
periodmorereasonableandbring it into line with thepaceof technologicalchangedrivenby
U.S. computermakers.

Thecomputerindustrycontinuesto beadriving forcebehindournation’seconomic
growthandjob creation. Its strengthandvitality hasbeenanimportantfactorin maintainingour
nationalsecurity. TheU.S.computerindustryhasbeenableto makethesecontributionsto the
nationbecauseofits ability to remainin theforefrontof rapidlychangingtechnology. Waiting
six-monthsfor U.S.exportcontrolsto beupdatedcompromisestheU.S.computerindustry’s
ability to competewith its foreign counterparts.We mustatleastbeableto bring thenewest
technologiesto themarketplacewithin thesametime frameasourforeigncompetitors.

Justtakea look at someof theproblemsexperiencedrecentlyby U.S.computer
companies.LastSeptember,AppleComputerintroducedit’s newG4personalcomputer
system.Theexportcontrolsdesignedto restricttheexportof “supercomputers”actuallyapplied
to thisPC! Shortlythereafter,theIBM Aptiva personalcomputerline cameontothemarket
with computingpowerthatalsoexceededthoseexportcontrolthresholds.Despitethefactthat
theAdministrationupdatedthe computerpowerthresholdsmonthsbefore,bothAppleandIBM
wereunableto sell theirnewcomputersystemsin over50 countriesuntil January23,2000. We
believethat theserecentexperiencesclearlydemonstratetheharmcausedby a6-monthdelayin
adjustingtheexportcontrolthreshold,andtheneedto reducethiswaiting periodto 30-days.

We believethatbringing thecongressionalreviewperiodinto conformitywith thepaceof
changein thisvibranttechnologyindustryis fully consistentwith protectingour nationalsecurity,
andwill helpensurecontinuedU.S. leadershipin thiskeyindustry. If you wish to cosponsorthis
bipartisanlegislation,pleasecont~tAmandaBarnettat6-4462.

Sincerely,
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